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13 1 w Ks" is a man. ad if he 6M; gain e 


8 75 als for bir i 10 151 1 fut table: 


whole world, and lole his own foul,” vo. 
SK 


HE R E i is a celebrat ed ieniari to this L eſled, | 
„„ "AL think. 11¹ the work $0: Nr. Pa cl) TR 
1 if. * man of low eſtate woul: {pea 1 of high things . = 
= of. \\ hat rel tes to kings Or Kingdoms, it 18 101 = 


little acqua mw ed * Sith things 51 15 is nature. But TE 
one of. royal pi e nt $61 ſpe ke of roye it things, 5 


reflions, as he 18 ſo | 


_ what Concerns his OWN or "his father” J kingdom, 1 


language will be free and. . 48 the fe things are. | 


Familier o 215 thoughts. "Ip | Hike manner, if-a eres 
1 nhabitant ON this lower 0 905 ipeaks « oucerning | - 


5 the. great 5 11113 gs of ihe; kin 290m. of {- oc „ haraly is 
fe abte 40 lind expreſſions fat table to the vraxtneſe . 


0 the ſubjett. But when the Son of God ſpeaks _ 
of the higheſt. thi: gs, hich concern the heavenly _ 
- Kingdom, all his. langus We is caly and unlubouregy . 
nis words natural and unafletied; inaſmuch as 


"> known": unto. him are all. theſe. things. from. all 


. cteruſiy. 


. How: nds this remark is 5 exemplified 3; in \ the 
1 paſſage now before us! The Son of God, the gre eat 
King of heaven and carth, here uſes the. plaineſt and 
cCaſicſt words: but how high and deep are the things 5 
15 which he expreſſes therein? None of the children 5 
of men can fully conceive them, till 1 immerging out 


| 7 ef the darkneſs of the preſent world, * e 


5 an inhabitant of tee 1 


55 
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a 8 Tue IMPORT; ANT ur STION, 
1 But we may conceive a little of theſe d deep ny 1 
1 of we co Uider, Firſt, . hat is implied i in that ex. 


prelſion, a man's * gaining the whole world: Se— 


Seeg W hat is implied | 111, 66 loling his own foul : 


We ſhall then, Thirdly, fee in the Rrongeſt. lat, | 


What he my proftcd, who Felt the whole WO ny: and | os 
ſes bi THE OWN Jout.. | 


1. 1. We are ft to nter M. Kat s impli . 


10 a man's 5 gaining the whole world.” , Fechads 1 
the brit. hearing, this may ſcem to lome Scuben 
With conquering the whole. world, But it has no 
g zelation thereto at all: and indeed that expre ou 1 
involves a plain abfur elity. For it is impoflible, : any 5 
„ that is born of a wom: an ſhould ever conquer e 
hole w orld were: it only: be cauſe. the ſhort life „ 
vf man could not {1 Mice for ſo wild an undertaking, i 
. Accordingly, no man-ever did conquer the Half, I 
"Nor -- the terit part GFE the world, But whatever | 
others might do, there Was no danger chat any of-- 
our. Lord's: hearers. Mg. have any. thought of. | 
| this. Among all. t! lins of the Jewiſh. nation, 3 
the dehre on UNIVE gal empire was not found. Even 
in their moſt flouriſhing times, they never ſought 
20: extend their. conqi uelts.: beyond the. river. Ea 
= phrates. And in our. Tora s time, all their am- 
bition Was df. an end: 6 The {ceptre was. dep 5 
5 from J dah : F And Tag: was governed by a Ro: 
85 man pr. ocurat . a8 a branch of the Roman empire. 


Jeaving thi: N W CY may find a far more caſy and - 
: Aeta ſen le of the expreſſion. To. gain the Whole 
3 world, may propo rly enough. imply, to. gain all the 1 
ploatures which the world can: HIVE: I, The man . 


eak of, may therefore be ft uppoſed to ha. e gained 


| . that Will gratify is ſenſes; In particular, ar 
that can increaſe his ple aſure. of taſting, all the ele- 
bo gancies of meat and drink. Lik ewile, whate ven! 
= 75 ATV gratify his ſmell, or touch: all that he can en- 
joy in common with- his. fellow-brates, . Ile may 
ba ve all the plenty and all the Sd of. these 9 
Eh jielts which the world: can af ord, 5 


& We 


Tu IMPORT ANT or rs rio. 85 TT 


3. W e may farther i up poſe im to have. ga! ne 
p all that gratifies the deſire. of the eyes 2 Whatever, 0 
Z NY any of the eye chiefly) conveys any pleaſurt 

©. "nC- imaginatio! 1. The pleaſures of imagination 
TA ariſe from three {ources, eee beauty, and no- 

x velty. A | Accordingly we find by experience, pur 
own imagination 18 gratified by ſurveving. either 
Franc. Or beautiful, or uncommon objects, TRE. 

him be encompat'le 4 they w th the molt. g rand,” 1 
moll beautiful, and the newe 155 things tha it can oy” 5 
| "where, be found. IT or LON $18 172 wifettly PIES = 

{1 a man's gat: e | 15 hole O Or! Ld: ; 


But thele ! Ao 10 H * tht) 15 is implied 


* ich men of e most elevated {nirits 


Ave. P! „ 
ferred betorc all the picaliures of {ſenſe and of mike | 
gBination put. tog ether 35 that is | „ honour, 247%. re- 1 

> nown : :VFirum volitare ger ora. It leems, that hardly 1 
: any principle Of the human mind 18 of a greater fore RS 
„Khan this? It triumphs over the. ſtrong geſt propen- 
„ties of, nature, over all. our appetites and affec- 
tions, If Brutus ſheds. the blood of his own chil- _ 
dren; if we ſee. another. Brutus, in ſpite: of every 1 
_ pollible obligation, 1 in defiance of all juſtice. and : 
ratitude, © Cringing, while he ſtabs his friend ; 0 
- 24a. far; greater man than either of thele, Peſchal 1 
Paoli, gave up eaſe, ple aſure, every thing, for a bife- 
0 een toil, pain, ang alarms: what principle 1 
Could ſupport them ? They might talk of aner 
Patri, t the love of their country; but this would. _ 
.; e er have carried them through, had there not 
been alſo the Laudum. inmenſa cupido ; the immenſe =» 
thirſt of praiſe, Now the man we ſpeak of, bas 
gained abundance of this; he is praiſed if not ad- 
e by all that are round about him. Nay, his Tk. 
name is gone forth into diſtaut lands, 4 as it were to 
dhe ends of the earth. : 


: 5; Add 4 this, that ws has: 3 abundance Lg 
_ wealth; that there i is no end of his treafures; that 
lie has laid up flyer. as the duſt, and gold as the 
- ſand of the ſea, Now when a man has obtained all 
theſe pleaſures, all that will gratify either the ſenſes 
. or the Anni nstien! 3 when he has gained | an Honour- - 
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67 THE 1NPORT 7 QUESTION: it 


able. name, and alſo laid up | ak treaſure Re mary 


yard: then he may be ſaid in an eaſy, natural ſenls 


4 


of the 5 Vore 0 have 6 . che hole world. wa 


To 


ee me into eternity, 


The firſt. thing. which it zünde ab implies, e 
15- the loling all the preſent pleatures of reli ion; 
alt the ole which it. affords. to tiuly Yeligicus. men, 
even in tl 165 prefent Re. If there be any conſo- : 


lation in Chriſt; if any comfort. Of. love,” in the 


love of God, and of all. mankind; if any Joy an the 
Holy Ghoſt ; if there be a peace of God, a peace 1 
that paſſeth all underſtanding ; 1 iK chere be. any re- 
joicing in the teſtimony. of a. good conſcience. 8 : 


_ ward God; it is manifeſt, all this 18 ee lot, by 
the man that loſes his own ſoul. | 


Se But. the. preſent life will e be at an . 
we know it paſſes away like a ſhadow. The hour 
is at hand. when the ſpirit will be ſummoned. to. 


return to God that gave it. In that t awful OT 5 


| « „ Lewipg the old, beth World at once ine view, 


Vv ho tand -wpon: the threſhold of the BEG. 7 7 


And har he looks backward or rd. bo 5 


Fleaang! is the proſpect to him that ſaves his ſoul!“ 
If he looks back, he has © The calm remembrance 
"ot. a life well ſpent.” If he looks forward, there 
is an inheritance. incorruptib! 21 undeſiled, and that 
fadeth not away, and he ſees the convoy of angels 
Eg. to carry him into Abraham's boſom, But how . 
is it in that ſolemn hour, with the man that Lofes his 
foul? | Does he look back ?P What comfort i is there 


55 in 1 this? He ſees nothing but leches c 0: horror, mat 


"IL 4 35 Ts next point we. hw. to Lander . 

„ Ny -Nat is 5 implied in a man's loing his own ſoul,” | 
Aud To re we draw a deeper ſcene, and have necd = 
of a more ſteady attention. For it is eaſy to ſwn_ _ 

3 chat! is implied in a man's “ gaining the Whole N 

8 2 But it is not caly to underitand . 

pn” is 5 impli ied in his * loſing his own foul.” Indeed 

One can. fully conceive this, until he has Paſſed ok 


* 


T IMPORT ANT QUESTION, DS 
3 ter thanks, and remorſe, and ſelf. condemnation, 
a foretaſte of © the worm that never dieth.“ If he 

looks forward, what does he ſee? No joy, ns 
peace! No gleam of. hope from any point of- bes- . 
> ven Some years lince, one who turned back ass 

+ dog to his vomit, was ſtruck down in his mid 
2 - Egreer of lin. A fad: viliting him, prayed, «Lord; -- 
bave mercy upon thoſe who are juſt ſtepping out 5 

of the body, and know not which ſhall meet them _ 
at their entrance into the other world, an angel or ; 
_ 4 fiend,” The fick man {hrieked out with a piere-. 8 
ing cry, « A fiend! a fend!” and died. e | 
fluch an end, unleſs he die like an ox, may an) * mand. 
: expett, who luſes h is OWN foul. e 


e, 9. £1 What ſituation 18 he; | ſp] irit of a e = 
5 | man) + at t his e entrance into lms T See, | 


« The convoy Tienda. 


44 The « miniſtring hoſt of inviſible friends 1 + " , 9 MF 


4 


1 


| hes receive he. new- lt put, 4 4 him = 
fſaſfe into Abraham's boſom, into the delights of. par- Þ 
diſe, the garden of God, where the light of his =: 
countenance perpetually. ſhines. It is but one of a2 
tthouſand commendations of this anti- chamber of hea= _ 

„„ ven, That there the wicked ceaſe from troubling, _ 
there the weary are at reſt.“ For there they have 
____ numberleſs ſources of happineſs, which they R 
not have upon earth. There they meet with „ the 
2 _ glorious. dead of ancient dzys.” They converfſe 
with Adam, firſt of men; with. Noah, Hirſt of 'the 
new world; with Abraham, the friend of God; 
woith Moſes and the Prophets; with the Apoſtles of. 5 
the Lamb; with the laings. of all e — above rl 

1 "th they are with Chrijt 1 1 . 
. Bow different, 1 is the caſe with Ying who 1 
. 10126 his oon ſoul 7 The moment he ſteps into 
| eternity, he meets with the devil and bis angels 
e convoy into the world of ſpirits! Sad earneſt 
of what is to come! And either he is bound with 5 5 
Chains of darkneſs, and reſerved unto the judgment 15 
5 . the great day; or, at beſt, he wanders up and 


r 
N ales" 


. Tur 1\ PORT ANT e ESTION. 


0 down, Feeking reſt, but finding none. | Packoia k } nd 
s 1 


may ſeek it (like the „% unclean ſpirit caſt out of. * 


: man? in i dr 7 Areary; delolat te ee e 


* w here natüre all in ruin Lick „ 
And owns her lover zign; De ark! 1 


155 And little 1 can i he ſir 4 Weib! i Serin every 7 

thing contributes to. increale, not to le move, the 
bearful ex pectation of: fiery. indignation | wh: ch will Ks 
e vour the ungodly, % . 


6. For even this is to biit the begging of. 
ee „et a little. While, ang: he wilt fee the 
White throne coming down from he aven, and him 
+ that fitteth thereon, from whoſe 2 GE the heavens” . 
. Aan carth flee. away, and there. 18 found no place for **V 
them. And the dead ſmall. and great, ſtand before 
God, and are judged, every one according to his 
Works.“ „Then ſhall the King ſay to them on his 
1 85 right hand, (God, grant he may Tay lo to yo 7 Coine, | 
ye blelled of my Father, inherit. the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundati on of the World. 
-. And: the angels mall tune their harps. and lngy 
8 Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift 
up, ye. everlaſting doors, that the heirs of- glory _ 
muy come in.“ And then, ſhall they „ ſhine as 
the brightneſs. of the firmament, e as the fars | a 
| 7 for ever "and ever.” 5 1 


5 . How different will ks the 156 of Sas that lo! ſes 1 
8 4) is own ſoul? No joyful ſentence will be pro- oy, 
nounced on him, but one that will pierce him 
| through With unutterable horror, (God torbid, that”. 5 
ever it ſhould be pronounced on any of you that”. 
e here before God ) . Depart ve curſed, into ver- 
laſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels 
And who can doubt, but thoſe infernal ſpirits "= 
e immediately exec the lentence, will inſtantly 
rag thoſe. forſaken of God in! 0 their own ain | 
_ of torments ; 5 Into was 5 


e Regine 


"Tax IMPORTANT QUESTION, N 


27 Beten of ſorrow, doleful ſhades; "whos peace = 5 
Aud relt can never dwell! N never comes, e 


That comes to all, . 


5 all the children of men ob are on \this ſide eternity; 
Bat not to them: the gulph is now fixed, over 
which they cannot. pais, „From the moment wherein = 

they are once plunged into the lake of fire, burning 


With brimſtone, their torments are not only with- 


::--0Ut. intermiflion, but like wiſe without End. For 


5 „ they have no relt day or night, but the ſmoke of 


- their torment afcendeth up for ever and ever.“ 


Tues 111 Upen ever o ne) a view of theſe things, 0 
8 "Gould: not any one be aſtoniſhed, that a man, that 
a creature endued with reaſon, ſhould voluntarily 1 
chooſe, 1 ay. chooſe ; for God forces no man into 
5 * nevi table damnation; (he never Mete e _ 


5 5 44 * Configned e one. ory ſoul to hall,” : 
Or damn'd! him from his mother” 8 womb : . 


thou! a. cho ole thus: 3 lofe 118 own foul, though PD 5 


Were to gain the w hole: vorld . For: what ſhall 5 


155 matt be . thereby. upon, Lo 4 whole of the 
oy account ! jj 8 


But a title to abat . aſtoniſhment at this, let 


us ob ſerve ARE up} not: tions WW ich, a man generally . 
OD makes, hel 107 e he can re sconeile bimle elf to this Fatal „ 
Choice. „ | 1 


1. He la ppoie tos ſte « That t a lite of. 1 8 1 


2 life of mill, J lat religion 1s. miſery! Tow 


5 fact a: ment.“ Indeed it 1s: not, 8 


18. it poli ble, = It, any one ſhould entertain. io ſtrange 


. thought? Do any of you imag ine this P 4+: you do, . 


FD the reaton. 13 plat vou know not what Tg ligion 1 is, .- £ 


. No!“ But 1 do. + as well: 8 „ou. 1 W hat is . 
then? „ M hy, the doing no harm.“ Noſo; many = 


- -- bards. and beaſts do no harm; yet. they are not capa- 
„ Bie of religion, = «Then? 


UE going. to church and 1 
This may be an ex- _ 


Ce! ent help, to. religio 11: and every one Who de- = 


Ares to dave his ſoul, ſhould at tend. them at all op- 
| | 4 5 ry ene 5 


Cas — 


_—_ 


— — 


K 


3 ®, 1 * " . . 
. F — * 1 — Ra tan oe tinge ts * e ee — ; — — . 
wh —_— _— — — ——ͤ—ͤ— — Bai edn. — — 34 —ꝗ— — oh : — = — * + 
— as 8 5 © fi <p PAT 224 ln ts. a W , oY Fe. 1 * — 
J EET it 2 * FOR 5 D , bes are 2 wo * W 
— . 5 * * 0 __ 1—. 29 > 9 85 - . * - 4 | a : . 0 


. . ˙ int ont re.” - 


"a 


" 1 8 1 
4 


* ere * 


6 — -- 7 * 
_ C * 
5 - 


OW Rr wo 


„„ Taz IMPORTANT r QUESTION, : 
g portunitles: : 5 it is poſſible, you may attend e 
wy your days, and ſtill have no religion at all, Re- 


ligion is a higher and deeper 5 than — out- 55 
1 ward ordinance Whatever. ” 


1, © What is religion then 2” Z ® is ay to . 


g ſwer, if we conſult the oracles of God. According „ 
to theſe, it hes in one. lingle point: it is neither 
more nor leſs than love: . it is love which & is the ” 


fulfilling of the law, the end of the commandment.” 


| Religion 18 the love of God. and our neighbour; 
that is, every man under heaven. This love ruling | 


the whole life, animating all our tempers and paſ- 


8 lions, directing all our thoughts, words, and actions, Sa 


18 ns religion and undgfled. 


1 Now will any. one be 0 hardy : as to o ay, tha: 
bo lore 15 miſery P Is it mil ery. to . God? ie give 
him my heart, who alone is worthy of it f Fay 228 
it is the trueſt happineſs, f 97 the only true hap= _ 
9 85 bir. eſs which. is to be. found under the ſun, 80 
55 5 dees alt experience. prove the Jjultneſs of that re- - 
fle xion Which: Was made long ago, “Thou haſt macs. ” 
us for thyte!] 1 d our heart cannot reſt, until it 
reſteth in thee,” Or GOES any one imagine, the 
love of our neighbour is miſery, ev en the lovin 5 
| every get as our on ſoul ? 80 far from 1 „chat | 
nent to the love of God, his affords the 7107 1 8 


a 


= 5 k ne 18 f * hie! . e are © capable, | Thereto:s Lo 


; — is 1a not the ſtoic Vault wir mind unmov 4. 


The brute- -pbil loſopaer, vw ho ne: 'Cr has peer oy 55 . 
The Joy of ov ing, or of being 1 lov'd.” „„ 


| Ee 80 . every e man "mult allow.” . 
e Bot he may object, „There is more than this im- 
plied in religion. I: implies not only the love f 
5 God and man, (again lt which J have no objcction) —- 
but alſo a great deal of doing and ſuffering, And. 

. bow can this be conſiſtent with happineſs : or 


There is certainly ſome truth in this den, 
| Religion « does 5 amply. both doing. and . Lee, 


rar IMPORTANT QUESTION. 


2 1 then calmly conkedir. whether this impairs Yo ” 2 


*  heightens our. happineſs, _ e 


We Religion. implies, firſt, the Aang many things.. 5 0 
55 For the love of God. wall naturally lead us, at all 


* rtunities, to converſe with him we love: to 
I __ ſpeak to him in (public or private) prayer, and t "IA 
hear the words of his mouth, which 5 are dearer . 


55 . Us than thouſands of gold and ſilver.“ . wall in- 1 
5 1 us to loſe no opportunity of receiving 5 


« The dear memorials of his dying love TH 3 


1 1 continue inſtant in thankſgiving ;. at be”. _ 
Fc evening and noon-day to praiſe him, But ſuppoſe: _ 
wee do all this, will it leſſen our happinels? Jut 

the reverſe." Tt i is plain, all theſe fruits of love „ 
„ means of increaſing the love from which they _ 
ſpring 3 and of conſequence they increaſe our ha- 


T. painels in the ſame e Who then POE 7 
. mob Join. in. that wiſh, e 9 0 


1 z cc { Rikng to ang my ; Saviour! '$: e, 
Thee may I. publiſh all day long: 
And let thy precious word of grace 


Flow from my heart, and fill my tongue ” 


Fill all my life with pureſt love, 
And 1 me to ay church above 1 * 


It mull alſo Ve ee that as he hae of Goh 3 


5 e leads to works of piety, to the love of: our 
ET neighbour naturally leads all that feel it, to works bp 
„cf MEICY» It inclines us to feed. the hungry, to: 0 
-.-..--- clothe the nakin- to viſit them that are ſick or in 
pPriſon; to be as eyes to the blind, and feet to the — 
lame; an huſband to the widow, a father to the 


. fatherleſs. But can you ſuppoſe, that the doing 


e eee e prevent or leſſen your happineſs? Ne, 
though you did ſo much as to be like a guardiats Gy 

e ABge to all that are round about your On the cons „ 
355 . it is an n infallible nike that 5 | 


„ 


| * Tur IMPORTANT gursTION, = 


All worldly joys are leſs 


Than that one Joy of — bindneſles.“ 5 . 


5 45 man of pleaſure was 1 ſome years ago, « ap WES 
9 5 tain, what was the greateſt pleaſure you ever had? ?! 
After a little pauſe he replied, © When we were 
upon our march in Ireland, in a very hot 8 
called at a cabin on the road, and defired a little e 
Water. The woman brought me a cup of mik, II! 
gave her a piece of filver; and the joy that poor 5 
preature expreſſed, gave me 'the greateſt pleaſure ! 
ever had in my life,” Now if the doing good gave 
ſio much pleaſure to one who acted merely from 

SE natural generoſity, how much more mult it get 

done who does it on a. nobler principle, the joint EN 
love of God and his neighbour? It remains, that 
_.the doing all which religion requires, will not W „ 
. but iramenſely increaſe our Happineſs, | | 5 


e . „ Perhaps this alſo may be allowed. But 5 85 
55 bi gion implies, according 10 the Chriſtian SLeOunt,.- ” 
not only doing, but ſuffering. And. how. can ſaf-. . 
. | tering. be conhitent With happineſs 8 5 Perfectly . 
well. Many centuries ago it was remarked . 
8 bryſoltom, 8 The Chriſtian has his. forrows, | . 
5 well as his joys: but his ſorrow is ſweeter han 
. joy.“ He may. accidentally. ſuffer - loſs, pov erty, 8 
. but in all theſe. things he is more than « con- 5 © 
1 e he can teſtify, | . . „ 


Labour i is = SIN pain i is wee, 
WF hile thou amy; God: art here. 


5 Hig can i 7% 6 The CEO'S gave; ; the Lord's taketh aways 0 

. bleſled be the name of the Lord! He muſt ſuſter, 

more or lefs,. reproach ; for 5 the ſervant is not e 
above his maſter;' but ſo. much. the more does the a 

ſpirit of glory and. of. Chriſt reſt. upon him. Lea, 

love itſelf will on ſeveral occaſions be the ſource of „ 
15 ſubherins; 3 the love of God will 5 9 EE 


- oy 4 10 The pleaking ſmart, i 
The meltings « of a br oben he cart,” „ 8 


Tur IMPORTANT Ars rio. " 


TE An | 1 che love of our neighbour. wi ill. give Aae 46... 
ed ſorrow: it will lead ns to vifit the 


4 zatherleſs ana widow in their afllic ion; -to be. ten- 


. derly concerned for the diftreff Ed, and. SETO mx. 


bk 

„ QUT: pity ing tear with th. ſe that Wee ep. But: may 
we not w ell lay, theſe are * Tears t! zal Jello o ht aul 
Aghs. that waft to heaven | 8 ofa "ther arc ik 


- theſe: tufferings fr om either 508 iy entire or lefferning ct. 


our happin ele, chat 4] ey great Ty.commbute thereto. 
and indeed conf itute no ingen lerahle Ea 7 
£3 ; 8 «26 oy EDT, 
00 that upon the  w hole, knee 0 aun t be a: mo; ©, 
= tallc ſuppoſition, than. that 4 Fe oft re I gion, 5 - 
5 5 of Gs ſeeing. true a gion, whether. con- 


ered in it u. ature or its Tr its, is true and fol „ 


5 appinefs. 


fo The man w ho chooſes: to gain the ( rid by the 
10 


zols of his foul, ſuppoſes, ſecoudiy, © That a life _ - 
"of * ee is a life of. a neſs!” That wi icks I 
7 Edncls. is ha; ppi neſs]. E. ven old heath IE poet. m 
WH) ld, have. n him be 83 88 . ven juve nal Ute 1 
2 1 vered, Nemo malus feline 25 no wieked man is 


15 „ 


happy!“ And how pine yt does God himſelf de- e 


Zo clare, « There is no peace to the wicked: no 


peace of mind; and without this, the ere can be no 


= 7, happineſs. fe 


But ot to e ante 8 aut thorny; e . 


3 the thing in the balance of Reaſon, 1 alk, 7 


WW hat can 1 a wie ked mar happy r You ans... : 
wer, He has gained the whole world, We-allow ©: 
SP»: 818 What does this imply 7 He h: a8 gained alt 


1 


hat gratifies the ſenſes: in particular, all that can 


£ pleate. the. taſte +: all the delicacies of meat and 
drink. True; but can cating and drinking make 5 
5 i man happy ? They never did yet; and certain. it | 


is, they never will, This is too coarſe food for an e 
5 immortal ſpirit. But luppoſe it did give him a poor N 


Kind of happinels, during thole moments wherein 5 
_ he was ſwallowing: what will he do with the re- 


ſidue of his time? Will it not hang heavy upon „ 

e hands ? Will he not groan. under many a tedious 8 

8 8. hour, and think [wift⸗ winged time flies too flow FE 
It he 15 not fully employed, Wil! he not frequently | ; 


complain. 
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| 14 Tas IMPORTANT > QUESTION, 1 
9 "pls of Jownels of ſpirits? An unmeaning „ 
preſſion, which the miſerable phyſician uſually no 


more underſtands, than his miſerable patients. We 
know, there are ſuch things as nervous dilorders. 


2D 


But we know, likewiſe, that what is commonly 
© called nervous lowneſs, is a ſecret reproof from God, 
4 kind of confcioulneſs, that we are not in Bur 
: place; + that we are rot as God would. have us to be; e 
e are unhinged from our prope! ce. ate. - 95 wr 0 


0, TO remove, or at lea N ſooth. this ſtrange un- | 


„„ caſinels, et him odd the pleaſures of imagination. n | 
Let him be Fa uo himlelf with flver and gold, and 
a dorn himſe if with ell. the gg of the rainbow. 
2 Det him build ſplendid P laces, and. fur: aiſh them 
= oe” the moſt ele "Kant, US: we! II. 45 CQO {ly ina! ier. Let „„ 
> Bw lay out walks and g. dens, beaut! led With alk 
that nature end art c: In 5 A rd how long. will CS, 


e theſe give him. I leaſure Only as long as they Urs 5 
„ new. As ſoon 8 ever aig nor elty is gone, the DE 
pleaſure is gone allo, Ale. has. lurveyed chem 


„ 8 Few: mouths, or. ye: 18 bey give him no more 

ö ſumtisf. Kon. The. man 700 is favins his ſoul, bas 8 

the adv antege ot him 111 Arhis Very: relpett, For he 3 
O_ lay, dd war Wy OD 


_ Unenvy? d I challenge my purt; . 
We every fair object my eye can larvey, . 
e to N my Heart.“ i re th 


| « however he has yet ther refource: „ 
. plauſe, glory. And will not this make him happy „„ 
Se It will not: for he cannot be applauded by all men; 
no man ever was, Some will praiſe: perhaps many; 
but not all. Tt is certain, ſome will blame: and he 
. that is fond of applauſe, will feel more pain Srom-.: 
WE the cenſure of one, than pleaſure from the praiſe „ 
„ many. So that whoever ſeeks happineſs 1 in ap- 
5 plauſe, will infallibly be diſappointed, and will 
find, upon the whole of the account, abundantly. 
» 7 more our than -plaalure.. — : 


10. But 


ans poſſe Mons dire en 5 5 


ros POR TAN T oU ESTION. JJ. | 


16, But to bring the matter to a ſhort ine.” Let 5 


us take an inſtance of one, Who had gained more of 2555 


f this world than probably any man alive, unleſs he. 


= de 2 ſovereign prince. But did all he had gained, EY, 


make him happy ? Anſwer for thyſelf, Then aid 5 


Hlaman, Yet © all this profiteth me notliing, . 
I fee Mordecai fitting in the gate,” Poor Haman? | 


„ One unholy temper, whether pride, envy, jealouly, _ 
or reVEuge, gave him more pain, more vexation of _ 
f trit, than all the world could give pleaſure, And 


. 10 it mult be in the nature of things; for all un- | 
- holy tempers are unhappy tempers.“ a Ambition, co - 


vetoufneſs, vanity, inordinate affection, malice, re- 
vengefulneſs, carry their own puniſhment. with-- 


them, and. u themſelves on the foul wherein | 


they dwell, Indeed what arc. theſe, more eſpecially 2 


5 85 ys the b 


when they are combined with au awakened con 
cence, but the dogs of hell already gnawirig the: 

, YOubs forbidding happineſs to *P} proach! Did bor 
even the Heathens tes this? What elle means 


their fable of Tityus, cha! ned; to a rock i „ 


5 volture a continuall y tearing. up his brea! k, and fed - 


2 ing upon his. liver? 2 redes 7 * W be fp do. 0 lmile ? : | 


T5, - Mutato nomine,. de te. e 
| Fabula narratur VV 


= 04 . is. "other: name. But 5 art 8 man! ' Lu, ; 3 Wo | 
fooliſh defire, envy, malice, or anger, is now tear- 


: ing thy bree lt: love of money, or of praiſe, hatred, 1 


or revenge, is now. feeding on thy poor ſpirit, Such | 


* happineſs is in vice! So vain is the luppoſition that e 
5 life ot. wickednefs | is a life of happineſs. „ 


. 1. But he makes a third ſuppoſition, & That "on Dy 
. - hal it certainly live forty or fi fry or threeſcore years. | 
- Do: you: depend upon this!“ on living thrackeors:.- 


— - years Þ._ Who told you that you ſhould ?. It is no e 


ther than the e of God and man: It is the 


1 murderer of ſouls, Believe him not: he was a La 


from the beginning; from the beginning of - his re- + 


: vellion 8 1 8 God, + He 18 eminently x a har in this N 5 1 


for 
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5 36 "Tix IMPORTANT ov UESTION. 


Bo ke would not give you life, 
Cd permit, he would make . 
nao hurry you to his own n place. And { he carino't 
e you life, if he would: 
not in his hands. 
and death 
n poll ble 
l mit him 10 1 tie de ath, - | 
Was an evil angel who {mote an hundred fourleore 
and” tive thouland Allyrians 111 one nigh t. 3 
„ Bie lines of dur Poet. Are as applicable eto an ev it, 55 
28 to a good ; ſpirits V | | PD 


- 5 
le, pleas'd th Alm 
e Niclen in the 


ale à da: 
8 ſoul 85 tim! 
of you = 
pe month P one week ? one. day! 7 
live! 
| liver to day. 


5 lowing relation, 


„it he could. ww route. -- 
" fare we ork, "nd: Juit 


indeed, God may, 


and the 


e 80 5 hen a a n angel by divin 16.0! mmand, 8. 


- IIurle ava th ing terror 6 2 gallty: land 
ighty's Order to. perform, 


whirlw. ud, and directs i} he. by orm.“ e 


5 Nut enen Sa tan may. fometimes. 1850 & deatk, „ 
know not that he could ever give life. 
df his moſt faith ful ſerv ants, that mrieked out, 

ſome years ago, © 


It was one 
A wee Kis s life! Thirty 
Ss 15 Hes: 


Are you {ſure of living one yea ar 
. make alle 15 


14, 80 abſurd : are all the e made” 5 
5 kenn who gains the world, and lofes his foul! But - 
let us for a moment imagine, that. religion 18 miſery, i 
that wickednels 3 15 happineſs, and that he ſhall: cer 
e tainly live. threeſcore years; and ſtill I would afk, 
What is he profited,” il he pain the whole world : 


For. threeſcore wee and then loſe. his foul. eter= | 


” nally? 


Can fuck” a choice be: 3 © by: any 1 cot ders ; 
. 3 eternity 267: 


Philip NMelancthon, the moſt 
learnedeof all the German Retormers, gives the fol- 


let by Gown x near 7 5 in Has own * e 65 When! Iv WAS 


The. breath. of man is 

- He is not the <«lifpo! er of HIS 
: that power. belongs to the Moſt „„ 
on lome ©ccalions, DOB 
1 do not know, but . . 


"thouſand :-. 
5 pounds tor à Weeks life!? But he could not pure. 
That night Go d required his 
And how foon. may he Te . . i 


Surely the man chat N dio to- e thou 1 3 


(1 pals no judgment upon it, but : 


0 


Inf „o ANT Q rs Tiox. TOE iy 


] N w itambers as 1 was walking out. one kümmere 5 
evening with ſeveral. of my fellow ſtudents, we. 5 
Heard an uncommon linging, and following n 
bound, ſaw: a bird of an uncommon figure, One 
3 _ ſtepping up. aſked, In the name e of the Father, Son, e 

Aid. Holy Gholt, what art thou? It. anſwered, 1 
am a damned. ſpirit: And in vaniſhing away pro- 
nounced thele words, O Eternity, Eternity! ho 
Can tell the length. of Eternity!“ And how ſoon - + 
would this be che language of him, who ſold his „ 
ſoul for thrceſcore years” pleaſure ! | How. „„ 

| would he cry. . out, 0 Eternity, i Frernity : * he 


Can tell the length. ot E. ternity! 1 


In ho . Arik ing X manner 15 8 iltuſtcated by. 


Wh 8 of the anc ent fachen 8 P Suppoling there Way 2 
= WD of {and as s big as the: whole earth. Suppole - a: 
„ A grain of this to be annihilated i 1 thouſand years + 1 
- which woul Id be more eligible, to be hap ppy, W hillt 1 
this bali Was waſting away at. the rate "of one grain 
5 in a thouſand. years, and. milerable ever after? r 
26" be miſer able, while at: was W. aſting away at that 
; proportion, and tra pp y. ever after 5 85 A W iſe man, Z 
it is certain, could not paule one moment apo nh 


choice; "ſe eing all that lime Gere "IN this: ball Wi ould 5 


1 be Wa iting a Way; bears inknitely leis proportion to. 


| ete ernity, than A dre p. Of Water to the. whole Ocean, 


r gra! n. of ſand 10 the whole mals Allowing TE 
5 let -th 4 3 life of religion were o life of miſery, 


At . Rite. "of wickedne ls Were ali fe of” na \ppineſs, | — 
. bony: that a man were A) {ured OE enjoy ing that hap- „ 

| pinets for the Em; of threeſcore years: 2 yet What 1 
. would he: be profited, if He were then to be Mera» -- 5 
ble to all eternity ? e 


44. B ut. it has b. cen va, at th 0 ER is ; quits 
btherwif e, That religion, 25. happineſs, t that wicked- 

8 neſs. is milery, and that no man is aft ured of living L 
threeſcore: days: and if ſo, is there any fool, aux 
| madman. under heaven. who can be compared 16. 
„ Him; that caſts away his hed foul, though it were 
to gain the whole world? For What is the real 

| dale of the caſe? What is bs choice which God 


Fps es to his creatures! * leis nor, & e 


Eo 3 "Fun IMPORTANT guns: TION, + — 8 
9 de hippy threeſcore. years, and then miſerable N 
- ever; or, will you be miſerabie threeſcore 1 
and then happy for ever?“ It is not, «„ Will you 
3 have. firſt a temporary heaven, and then. hell eter- _ 
nal: or, will you. have firſt a temporary hell, and 
5 tben heaven eternal?” But it is imply this: 'w 1 
vou be miſerable threeſcore years, and miſerable 
e er after: or, will you be happy threeſcore years, . 
5." and happy ever after? Will you have a toretaſte 1 
of heaven now, and then heaven for ever: or, Wil! 
-. you have a foretaſte of hell now, and then hell for 
| ever P Will you have two hells, or two heavens 5 


1 LiBs- One would think there needed no great ſaga- h 
eity, „ 0 anſwe r this. queſtion. And this 1 is the very = 
queſtion which I. propoſe. to you. in the name N : 
ee © ren Wil you | be happy here and hereafter; . 
„the world that now is, and in that which is to come F 
Or will yon be miſerable here and hereafter, in time 
TH: and 1 in eternity ra What 1 is your choice ? Let ti} ere 35 
be no delay: now take one or the other, | 2 = « - 
| .:— Heaven and earth to record this day, that I ſe b 
fore you life and death, bleſſing and curling, Q--. 
-— chogle life! The life of peace and love now ; the 
life of glory for ever, By the grace of God nor. 
. chooſe that better part, which ſhall never be taken 8 
from you? And ha wing once fixed your choice 
. never draw. back : adhere to it at all events. 0 N; 
n the name of the Lord,. whom ye have choſen, 
N and in the power of: kts. might! In ſpite. of all 
oppoſition, from nature, from the world, from all 
the powers of darkneſs, ſtill sight the good 1 
-: "of faith, and Lay hold on eternal life! And then 
_— there is laid up for you a crown, which the Lord, 8 
A. the rightsous Jadge, wil give. 1 at t that 7 1 8 


rr 0 
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| The Liſe SY Mr. THO? AS. HALIBUR- 


10, Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of 
St. Andrews, Scotland. In this Narrative is de- 
ſcribed the Work of God in the Soul of Man, in 


a way ſo clear and inſtructing. as is rarely to be met 2 


G5 With either in ancient or 1 odern Writings. Mr, 


2 


Hlaliburton went through deep convittions. and dif. 
treſling temptations, tor ſeveral ycars4 he was 
7 particularly excrciſed with perplexing doubts con- 
cerning the Being of Gop, and the Veracity of the 
Holy Sc riptures ; ; and was, happily. and powerfully | 
"7 deliverc fr. om all his fears and anxieties, His la- 
boutes in the My niſtry were ſucceſsful, and he 
1 5 Em ſhed. his courſe W h i holy e in the Lord, . 
5 225 ce Gd | He | 


Thie Lie 4 . Dr RENTY, Fo French 13 


| Tt In nan; of ©: xemplary piety and -devotedneſs. to 
ED Gop. | Some years before his death he could teſtify 
8 l carry about with me ordinarily, an experimen- 


tal. verity, and a plenitude of the preſen nce* of the 


Holy Trinity; 3 and this in fo: dt vely a manner, that 


ny outw ard employ y ments create me no eee 


EH at all,” Price 6d, Ei 


6. 5 Account of 8 e ke Mr. | 


| Jon HAIME. He was brouptit to. the know. 
lege of the Truth. when. a ſoldier 1 the Queen 83 
Regiment of Dragoons, and preached the CGoipel to. 

1 805 the * Britiſh Army in Uanders, in the e years 1744 
An d FT. This Narrative includes ſome account of 
the Niethodiſt it Soldiers who. * ere killed at the bat» 
tile of Fonteuoy. < 40s | 8 
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